Procedure for Locking Down COM Port Numbers for FTDI Devices

This procedure locks FTDI devices to COM port 3

First Step: Bring up Regedit.
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Select:

My Compute\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SYSTEM\CurrentControlSet\ControNUsbFlags

Add the following New Binary Value from the Edit/New pulldown menu:

lgnoreHW SerNum04036001

Click on Edit/Modify and assign “01” as the binary value.

Close Regedit




Next, open up the System Properties (from Control Panel) window and click on
the Advanced tab. At the bottom of this tab, click on Environment Variables:

FJ;.I:'!EHJ Prupari-ie.: @m—l

[ Systern Restore || Automatic: Updates Il Remate |
| Genersl | ComputerMame | Hardware Advanced

'ou must be logged on ag an Adminiztrator bo make most of theze changes.

Performance

Yizual effects, processor scheduling, memomny usage, and wirtual memory

Settings

|Jzer Profiles

Desktop settings related ta your logon

Settings

Startup and Recovery

Syztem startup, system failure, and debugging information
Settings

|_ Erwiropment Variables J ’ Emror Reporting ]

[ 1] ” Cancel ] Apply

EronMEm Ve aiies ﬂmj

User wariables For Cameron, Forbes

Yariable Yalue

THMP Ci\Documents and Settingscameron.fo...

mew ||  Edt || Delete |

Syskem variables

Yariable Yalue l;‘-
Com3apec CYWINDOW S system32h cmd, exe EJ
DewMgr_Show_,,. 1

FP_MO_HOST ... MO
MUMBER_OF_P... 2
[ Windows_MT

(<]

mew ||  Edt || Delete |

[ Ok H Cancel ]




By clicking on the New pushbutton, add the following environment variable:
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Yariable name: DewMor_Show_Monpresent_Devices

Yariable value:
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Click on OK to save the changes.

Next, open the device manager. Under the View pull-down menu, enable “Show
hidden devices”

You will now see all the old port assignments as “ghost” devices. Go ahead and
delete these ghost devices.
Alternatively, you can run the FTClean utility to delete previously installed FTDI

drivers

http://www.ftdichip.com/Resources/Utilities/FTClean.zip

The above procedures should free up all of your COM port assignments.

Install your FTDI serial device. Use the Hardware Wizard.

On my Lenovo laptop, the above procedure locks FTDI devices to COM Port 3.
Swap out the FTDI cable for a different cable. Use the same physical USB port.

The device manager will refresh itself, and you should see the new cable
assigned to the same COM port.



